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CHURCH TITLES. : 
An explanation of the supposed sacred titles 
uppertaining to the craft. 

While we would esteem the virtues, with which 
some men are adorned, and by which they become 
blessings to society ; we at the same time, must be 
permitted to laugh at the supposed intrinsic excellen- 
ce of titles. 

It has been the policy of despotic governments to 
anite church and state ; indeed, onthe other side of 
the Atlantic, some limited monarchies have chuch 
and state united under one head, and that head the 
chief magistrate of the nation. Thus, England being 
a limited monarchy, is, nevertheless, a Government 
in which church and state are united; the head 
of which union is the king. This union, under the 
chief magistrate as the head, has been deemed im- 
portant in strengthening and consolidating the gov- 
ernment. Two reasons have been assigned why this 
union in the state should be accomplished. 

1. The benefit to the church from its union with 
the state. 2. The benefit to the state from its u- 
vion with the church. 

The arguments in support of this union are the 
same in effect, whether among Christians, Mahome- 
tans or Pagans; they all have this object, to make 
stronger, the strong arm of government. 

Thus the state expects support from the exer- 
tions and influence of the clergy; and the church 
looks for the protection of the civil power. Thus 
church and state, in their united influence have the 
permanency and power of the state as their united, 
ultimate object. The prayers of the church for the 
king, for the royal family, and for the government, 
generally has a tendency to awaken in the minds of 
men, and of the rising generation, a respect and ven- 
eration for men in authority. 

We grant that where this union prevails, there are 
many things which are excellent and worthy of imi- 
tation; yet, notwithstanding all this may be true, 
the experience of the world teaches us, that the union 
of the church with the state, has been its bane. It 
is a fatal blow to the activity and life ofits graces, 
it conforms the church to the state, makes it for. 
mal in its worship, lifeless in its devotion, and active 
in imitating the grandeur and pomp of the world. 

The general reason which I shall offer for that 
which I have assertedis this, that it subverts the prin. 
ciples of true religion, by giving those honors to the 
creature, which are due only to the Creator. 

While the christian church was unconnected with 
the state; while it lived by faith and walked witb 


God; though all the powers of earth conspired its 
destruction, it increased exceedingly both in num- 
bers and graces. Buther decline, especially in love 
in knowledge and faith, is dated from her fatal union 
to the kmgdom of thisworld. This was the means 


Rome, came to be the head both of the church and 
the state; having thrones, dominions, principalities, 
and powers under his feet. The dark ages of igno. 
rance and persecution succeeded, in which the mis- 
eries of man were without any parallel. The perse- 
cutions of Rome christian have far exceeded those 
of Rome Pagan. The degradation of mankind under 
religious tyranny, is far greater, and far more to be 
dreaded than civil tyranny can be. In either case 
the mind is besotted and man is unmanned. In re- 
ligious tyranny, the mind of man is tempted to call 
in question the perfections of an -amiable God, or 
God of love, hence suffering for religion by the hand 
of those who profess it, and especially, from those 
who are its professed teachers, is such acontradic! #n 
to common sense, and isa case 80 very unreasonable 
and inconsistent, that it is certain millions would have 
been overcome and been reduced tothe state of 
beasts, unless they had been supported by an invis- 
ible power. 

We will now attend to the general reason, which 
we mentioned, that the union of church and state 
tends to the destruction of pure religion, by giving 
that honor to the creature which is due to the Crea- 
tor alone. This is seen in the great respect which 
is paid to mortals. To Jl the minds .of men with 
awe, high and impious titles must be assumed. Thus 
the Pope has assumed the title ofhis Holiness. Kings 
have assumed that of Sacred Majesty. Ministers of 
religion assume titles in proportion to their exaltation 
in the degrees ofa worldly church; Right Reverend 
Father in God, Reverend, and Doctor of Divinity, 
&c. 

_ As an explanation of these (sacred) titles they were 
adopted and are continued to gratify pride and tode- 
ceive andawe mankind. No thinking mind can be 
so debased as to believe that his holiness 1s a title 
suitable for a sinful, imperfect mortal ; or that Sa- 
cred Majesty should be applied to man, who in his 
best estate is altogether vanity. How confounding 
to a sincere and illiterate person is the fact that the 
most cruel persecutor should be stiled not a holy man; 
but holiness itself! and that a king,.who, in all his 
glory, is mouldering into dust, should be stiled Sa- 
cred Majesty ! or that a minister of religion, who is 
of yesterday and knoweth nothing, should be stiled 





| Reverend, Right Reverend, Xe. &c. 
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It is certain that neither reason nor revelation will 
justify these follies of men; and it is equally certain 
that they exclusively belong tothe Almighty. Why 
are they aasumed? Ans. to awe mankind, or (to use 
avulgar expression,) to make fools wonder. In ad- 
dition to this, it is to graufy the pride of a carnal 
heart. 

There is one title more, on which I have not re- 
marked, and that is D. D., Doctor of Divinity; the 
reasou why this has been unnoticed by me, is cer- 
tainly because T do not understand it. It ishtgh, I 
cannot attain unto it. Thus as reason and stripture 
disa; prove of these titles applied to mortals and as 
it appears that they are assumed to gratify the na- 
turally proud heart of man to make it still prouder, 
(if possible) and as there is a deep design herein t 
deceive the hearts of the simple; therefore I shall 
recommend their disuse to every one, who regards 
propriety, aud who would not wish to follow the scar- 
let whore, who would not drink of her cup nor be 
partakers of her plagues. 

Al! the respect, which can be due to any man, may 
be given, and all the honors to which any man can 
be entitled, may be shown: without taking from the 


honor of the Deity, and bestowing it upon a frail 
mortal. 


Among the heathen it has been a custom to deify 
kings andrenowned men after their death ; the chris- 
tian world seem to have improved this plan by confer- 
ring divine honors on such men while they are alive. 

The Translators to king James give him the title 
of Dread Sovereign, Sacred Majesty. We are hap- 
py in this country in knowing no other majesty than 
the majesty of heaven and earth; and should think 
ourselves amore consistent people, if, among our cler- 
gy, there were no titles given nor received. Rev- 
erend Sir, may please the fancy and gratify the pride 
of little minds; but all these titles put into the scale 
of a man’s real worth, or that of the public utility, 
would never weigh the smallest part of a grain.— 
Therefore, Reverend Sirs, we must take our leave. 
Farewell. 

Our brethren of Abraham’s faith, who are in the 
ministry, will suffer the word of exhortation. Some 
of our brethren have remarked, that the same vani_ 
ty of mind and regard for the beast, which charac. 
terize our brethren of other denominations, have made 
their appearance in our ranks: that the same desire 
to feed their pride, and to follow the fashions of the 
world are observed in us which are so predominant 
mothers. Let us be exhorted toconsider the source 
from which the lukewarmness of the believers in 
revelation has originated; from what fountain the 
jars avd animosities of men have proceeded. It will 
be painful tu find that they have originated from pride 
and a desire to copy after the vanities of the world, 

Be exhorted then, to renoftnce the whore of Rome; 
let simplicity and sincerity be the spring of every 
action, and be more engaged to be useful and vir- 
tuous; than to bear the titles of distinction and to be 
calicd ofmen Reverend Sir, or Reverend Brother, or 
Father. Apply nothing to yourselves as an honor, 


which belongs, exclusively tothe Deity. It is Pop 
ery, it is Idolatry.—Epiror. 


ern 


THE PLEASURES RESULTING FROM 
VIRTUE. 

There is every evidence which can rationally be 
desired to prove, that a virtuous lifehas the prefer 
ence to that of vice or immorality. Let history speak, 
let the experience of all men now living, declare: 
and their declaration will amount to this, “ that wis- 
dom’s ways are ways of pleasantness and all her paths 
are paths of peace :” and that “in keeping the com- 
mands of God there is great reward.” What com- 
panion is so agreeable as that of approving con- 
science ? What peace so consolatory, as that which 
arises from a consciousness of having done justly, 
loved merey, and walked humbly ? 

On the supposition that we have indulged in the 
gratifications of sense ; have oppressed the fatherless 
and the widuw; have ground the face of the poor; 
have heaped up treasures by fraud; have profaned 
the name of God; and been nuisances to society; 
although we may have heaped up treasures and hava 
been courted and flattered by men; we are, nevet- 
theless, entirely destitute of that approbation of con- 
science, that inward peace and support (especially 
in an evil time) which ts attendant on virtue. 

It is true that virtue will not secure us from many 
and great inconveniences and troubles incident te 
this imperfect state. It will not secure us from pain, 
sickness, disappointments, reproach, persecution and 
death; but it will support us under all of them.— 
It will alleviate oursufferings and enable us to endure 
them patiently. 

Some men have entertained a very wrong notion 
of virtue, supposing that it would protect us from all 
the ills of this life; but our Saviour has said, “in the 
world ye shall have tribulation ;” but virtue looks to 
what follows, ‘‘he of good cheer, I have overcome the 
world. 

A certain Roman of distinction entertained the a- 
bove unbecoming notion of virtue ; when fallen into 
a state of disgrace, when apprehended and about te 
suffer death, he exclaimed, *‘O virtue, Tonce thought 
thee to be a substantial good ; but now I find thee to 
be an empty name.” . 

Virtue has been misunderstood and misrepresented 
and in consequence of this, its exce'lency has been 
depreciated ; that, which is genuine and that which 
is counterfeit, is called by the same name; so, unless 
they be distinguished by something besidesthe name, 
like currency, we can never be satisfied which is 
good and which is counterfeit. 

False virtue, is that which consists inacts of mo- 
rality, of bravery, and kindness, with an expectation 
of applause and reward. This virtue, or the man 
who possesses it, will be disappointed, when ingrati- 
tude is returned for good, and when calamities are 
to be endured, which it was vainly imagined, were 
to be avoided. 

True virtue consists in morality, bravery and kind- 





ness, a6 flowing from a sense of duty, leaving the 
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reward to be dispensed by the hand of Providence, 
not expécting it from the ungrateful and unstable 
mind of man. ‘ 

A man who understands true virtue looks to the 
peace it affords tothe mind, and rests assured, that 
although he may with others, be subject to outward 
evils; yet that his inward peace will remain; that 
nothing can destroy the tranquility ofthat mind which 
is stayed on God. Never,.then, cama man say just- 
ly of true virtue, I have found thee to be an empty 
name. 

True virtue gives peace to its possessor; he de- 
lights in being virtuous, and is happy in the duties 
he performs. In ceasing to do evil and in learning 
to do well he has great reward. Though he encoun- 
ters the ills of life ;—Though the fig-tree shall not 
blossom, and there shall be no fruit io the vine ; the 
labor of the olive should fail and the fields should 
yield no meat ; the flocks should be cut off from the 
fold and there should be no herd in the stall; yet 
he would rejoice in the Lord, and joy in the God of 
his salvation. 

True virtue inspires its possessor to meet affliction 
of every kind, and even death itself, with fortitude, 
with patience and resignation. Confident in the di- 
vine goodness and in the resurrection, the virtuous 
mind anticipates the victory over death and the 
grave; and rejcices that he is to become a conquer- 
or and more than a conqueror through Jesus Christ. 

REMARKS. 

This subject is easy to be understood in relation 
to present enjoyment ; it brings peace as a natura 
cousequence ; as God has connected happiness with 
virtue in the present state ; so we safely infer that 
the virtuous man is happy here: yet as his virtue is 
imperfect, his happiness is imperfect likewise. We 
then inquire, what the state of man (as to virtue) 
must be, inorder that his happiness may be com- 
plete? We answer, it must bea state of perfect 
virtue; or a stateof perfect freedom from sin, in 
which every faculty will completely and unreserv. 
edly be emploved in the love and service of God.— 
Such a state of perfect conformity is to be expected 
only in heaven. 

It has ever been believed, that those who were to 
be saved would be made perfect in holiness, conse- 
quently perfect in happiness. Now we enquire on 
what ground itis, that our perfect conformity in heav- 
ea and our consequent perfect enjoyment of heaven, 
are to be expected ? If they are tobe expected a, 
a reward for our imperfect conformity here, and for 
our best services; will it pot place our whole sal- 
vation on a footing of works to the exclusion of grace? 
If, on the other hand, our perfect conformity in heav- 
en, and our perfect enjoyment there be effected by 
adivine power; then that conformity and conse- 
quent enjoyment, will be a manifestation of grace 
and favor from Godalone. Hence I conclude, that 
our best services here, or the best services of the ho- 
liest man, that ever lived; do not qualify him for 


such a man deserves heaven. The salvation. thea, 
of man is wholly an unmerited favor from God to 
man. It isa giftfrom God to ruined and guilty 
map, without the least regard to any merit or wur- 
thiness in man. ‘ The gift of God is eternai life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Rom. vi. 23. 

Man’s salvation is as completely of God and as 
wholly independent of his own aid or assistance or 
merit, as his creation. Man’s help is Goo : his 
wisdom, righteousness, eanctificativn and redemption 
are all ofGod. Man has ruined himself, but in Giod 
alone his help is to be found. 

I think, then, that it must be plain to every person 
that the salvation of all, who are and ever wiil be 
saved, is wholly the effect of God’s everlasting un- 
changeable love ; whether it respects the virtuous 


or the vicious. 
If, then, the salvation of man be wholly of God; 


the only question, which remains to be resolved is, 
whether he bea partial being ; or whether the cer- 
tain manifestation of mercy to some, does not argue 
the certainty of mercy and forgiveness to all sinful 
men ? Grace is begun inasmuch as some are saved; 
then does it not follow, that 


Grace will complete what grace begins, 

To save from sorrows and from sins, 

The work that wisdom undertakes 

Eternal mercy ne’er forsakes.—Dr. Warts. 


God is not willing that any should perish; he has 
always had a regard to the work ofhishand ; he has 
purposed in himself, to gather together in one all 
things in Christ; and has sworn that to him every 
knee shall bow and every tongue confess. This lias 
a strong appearance that the great work of grace 
and salvation begun, will be completed in God's 


time. 
1 consider this point to be certain, that God has 


purposed, willed or designed to extend mercy and 
forgiveness, grace and salvation to ali men. This 
proves that he is not a partial being. The only ob- 
jection seems to bethis; that such a doctrine cuts 
off the motives to virtue and givesa licence to vice. 
I am pursuaded that this objection, though plausible, 
is without weight, except with the giddy and un- 
thinking part of mankind, and with them no consid- 
eration of the kind has any weight. With such, the 
doctrine of a partial God and an endless heli }.ave 
been tried and found wanting. Itdoes not excite to 
virtue, nor does it dissuade from vice; hence it i, 
the goodness of God, which will lead to repentance; 
which will dissuade from vice : yet even a blessing 
attending this truth deperds on the enlightening and 
sanctifying influences of God’s spirit.—Eprror. 





BOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
CLERICAL IMPUDENCE. 
NO. TIL. 

Having shewn, in my last, how far the teach- 
ers of “ orthodoxy” among us, deviate fron the 
rules of common civility, in laboring to farther 
their views, and to push forward the work of 
proseliting, | come next to speak of the evil ten- 





heaven, ner gaa they be cffered asa reascn, that 


dency of their conduct ia the form of example. 
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‘If such transactions as | have enumerated be- 
+ ts said they do, an ignorance of hu- 
tray, as it is said they do, gnora a 
mananature, andof the human family, on th 
tofthe “ orthodox clergy,” it is not eRe 
sing that still more of that same lack of git 
edge which produces these acts should be we 
among the less assuming and more humble a 
lowers of such spiritual teachers. Yet by this 
transfer from one individual to another, the 
character of a transaction seems, at least in the 
language of some, to undergo a total change ; 
and what in tie “ clergyman” is imputed by the 
indifferent to meritorious and laudable zeal for 
the cause of his doctrine, is readily, on its ap- 
pearance in the life of a layman, branded with 
the significant and expressive name of bigotry. 
But, wotwithstanding this ungenerous distine- 
tion, in favor of the “ clergy,” at the expense of 
the less informed layman, the zeal of the latter 
will not suffer him to remain a silent spectator 
of such astonishing exertions as he is led to sup- 
pose his spiritual father is making, in favor of 
the common cause in which they are both en- 
gaged. The influence of example, whether 
good or bad, is too generally understood to re- 
quire elucidation ; and the following narration 
of a circumstance which recently took place in 
this village, may serve asa clue by which to de- 
termine how far the influence of such Conduct 
as I describedyin my Jast, is beneficial to the 
lives of the flock over which such shepherds 
preside. 
It is buta short time since ene of two. young 


his resolution by the perusal of a letter recently 
written by an “ orthodox clergyman,” in a dis- 
tant part of the country. It was by Asahel 
Nettleton,.of Connecticut, toa company of 
young persons, of both sexes, assembled for a- 
musement. It contained several statements, In 
themselves impossible, and of course false, and 
bore the signature Jesus Christ! 

An objection may here hastily arise in the 
mind of the reader, as to the origin of the feel- 
ings which dictated these donations; since, as 
is well known, the tracts were sent pricr to 
some of the transactions detailed in my last, and 
the act could not, therefore, be the legitimate 
ofispring of those examples. This objection, 
when duly considered, falls to the ground. The 
superstition that led to the attempt at deception 
which I have mentioned, and which was. design- 
ed to pass for a miraculous occurrence, had not 
its origin in individual acts of its possesser’s 
spiritual leader, upon earth, but in the general 
principles and precepts laid down by that lead- 
er, in pseaching and in conversation, as the es- 
sentials of doctrine ; and which produce, in 
their consequences, fruit like this, at the hands 
of the faithful follower, 

Without farther detail | presume iny reader 
will be satisfied; since | cannot without danger 
of giving offence, attribute the many minor sin- 
gularities of some devoted converts, to any other 
cause than an honest desire to follow, with pre- 
cision, in the path marked out by the shepherd 
who watches over their ways. 

To avoid, therefore, the appearance of per- 





men, partners in business, in this village, was 
removed, by the hand of death, from among _ us. 
Within a day or twoafter the funeral, the re- 
Maioning partner received,though the Post-Office, 
a“ tract,” so called, as a donation; upon which 


it was written that it came from and was sent. 


sonality, which I again disclaim, because I have 
| . 
once or twice heard myself accused of it, not- 


' withstanding my former caution, I omit all far- 


ther details ; since enough has been given to 
sustain my positions, and to account for the rap- 


by his recent and deceased partner. On making | id decline of “ clerical influence” among us, at 


the civeumstance public it appeared that nume- | 


rous other “ tracts” had been sent, through the 
same channel of conveyance, and by purport 
from the same donor, to different young gentle- 
men of the neighborhood, with whom the de- 
ceased had been intimate. The “ tracts” were 
various, in name, but alike in character ; being 
filled with the frantic ravings for which that 
species of publications are so deservedly noto- 
rious. To the honest superstition which dictat- 
ed these donations, a counterpart was not found 
in the breasts of the recipients ; and their scep- 
tical misgivings prevented their assent to the 
pretended miracle. Farther research and in- 
vestigation confirmed them in their unbelief : 
since the hand writing was recognized, and the 
donor found to be still upon this earth, anda 
member, in full communion, of the presbyterian 
church, in Buffalo. He is a young man, whose 
intentions, even im this singular transaction, are 
not chargeable with evil. He did that which 
the precepts laid. down. by his spiritual guide, 


this time; for the true cause. of which so many 
honest enquiries have been made. I reserve for 
my next an inquiry into a singularity which al- 
ways characterizes these acts of “ Clerical Im- 
pudence.” 


X. 


eee 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
THE BIBLE vs. CALVINISM. 


The Calvinistic Clergyman who preached in 
this village last Sabbath, declared, in his pray- 
er, that sinners are enemies to God, and God 
enemies to sinners. My wish is to learn how 
this doctrine will ever admit of the salvation of 
a sinner. I believe the Calvinists all agree that 
God is unchangeable ; and if so, how can he 
ever love those he once hated? All men have 
been sinners—of course God has hated all men, 
and having once hatred he can never after love 
them unless he is changeable. I presume this 





in the charch, dictated to be done, as near i 
as hi 

understanding would enable him to follow that | 

direction; and possibly he wag strengthened in 


preacher, whose name I understood is Page, 
did not mean to prove that God hates him ; yet 
he has done so—and that he alwaye will hate 
him, since Gog is unchangeable. 


id 
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The Bible, however, I am happy to find dreadful lessons, relative ta the abuse of influX 
teaches a cifferent. doctrine. One Paun, who ence, when possessed by a. privileged: clergy 3: 
once preacheu upon this subject.beld the follow- and these lessons.are writtenin blood. It may 
ing language: “ For when we were yet without. be well to. add, that the frudamental principles 
strength, in due time Chrjst died. for the ums of the standing o:thodoxy of the day, are the 
godly. For scarcely for a righteous man will same as those professed by the clergy. to which 
one die : yet peradventure for. a good man some, we have already alluded above. 


would even dare to die. But God conmmendeth | ‘ ‘ 
his love towards us, inthat while we were-yet. We ate cliarged ty yet SOR os 





sinners, Christ died for us.” , ers, that food for the mind by which they might 


Here, then, the two. preachers are at, issue, 
and one of the two must be disbelieved. Mr 
Page | suppose taught Calvinism as it. is';, and | 
Tam much inclined to think Mr. Paul taught, as ' 
he understood, the doctrisfe of Christ. But who 
is to be believed? Mr. Page says God hates 
sinners. and sinners hate God: Preacher Paul, 
on. the contrary, has it that Christ. died for the. 
ungodly, and-that while they were yet sinners 
Christ died for them. This must have been, 
while God hated them, if he ever did hate them ;, 
and yet, while he hated these sinners he: gave. 
his-Sen to die for the objects of hishate! What. 
a singular way, to manifest, hate ? 

A. HEARER.. 


; 





FROM THE RELIGIOUS. INQUIRER. 

Mr. Editor,—Having lately, received a.letter 
fiom a Baptist friend, relative to the sentiments, 
and practices. of Universalists,. it is. my. wash to 
set him right in, some particulars,,and by, your 
leave, [shall do it publicly. I-the rather prefer 
this method,be :ause I. am satisfied that he would. 
not.willingly misrepresent our sentiments,particu- 
larly to me ; and as many. are probably lessiin- 
formed on. the subject, it is.an evident, duty, to, 
disabuse them, by, displaying our real. senti-. 
ments, and attempting -a-justification. If. such. 
be your opinion, I will; in this. number, com 
mence the publication of 
FRIENDLY LETTERS TO: A BAPTIST. 

LETTER I, 

My dear: friend,—\ have carefully and: re- 
peatedly read your epistle relative to the senti+ 
ments and practices of Wniversalists. A por- 
tion of your remarks are: superfluous, because 
they are predicated on the supposed: influence 
of sentiments which: we do not’ profess. Some 
others are directed against a course of conduct 
to which we plead: not guilty. shall first en- 
deavor to rebut the allegations which are made‘ 
without the support of facts, and: afterwards ac- 
knowledge the correctness: of the remaining 
charges, and: plead the trath in justifieation.— 
[ grant, indeed, that I have written, for years, 
in defencevof the doctrine whieh it is: my happi- 
ness to believe, but :I-do not recollect-an instance 
i) which I have used ridicule, for | am not per- 
suaded that it is always the test of truth. Lam 
not: guilty of using means to prevent the distri- 
bution of the: Seriptures; but’ 1 have thought, 
and I do still think, that the American Bible So- 
ciety is improperly conducted, and I consider it 
an engine by which much: evil may be entailed 
on our country. History formmties: the most” 





profit. So far is this from the fact, that it is the 
very reverse. A single instance may suffice, 
Our Pulpits are free tur other denominations— 
Our pubiications for their correspondence. As 
to the renovating influence of the Holy Spirit, 
the Spirit of Truth, we believe in it as fully as 
youdo, We are firmly persuaded that this 
Spirit trees the mind from the bondage of super- 
stition, and translates us from the kingdom of 
darkness:to the kingdnm of light, and peace, and. 
joy. You judge that those who arrogantly dis- 
believe that which they cannot comprehend, are 
blind leaders of the blind. My impression is, 
that he who would palm on another a tenet. al- 
lowed'to be incomprehensible, is indeed a blind 
leader. The scriptures no where inculcate the 
importance of a blind assent to any proposition, 
without the aid of the understanding. ‘Their 
langeage ‘is, Come, and let us reason together. 
Depend upon it, the moment a system requires 
the prostration ofthe rational faculties, it is di- 
vorced ftom the volume of inspiration. Myste- 
ry, unhallowed mystery, is the first title of the 
mother of abominations, and: has crimsoned 
whole nations with the blood of the human race, 

You suggest that we are much in fault, in our 
opposition to Missionary and Tract Societies. 
If you would convince us of this, use the weap- 
on ofthe scholar,—the pen: but do not abuse 
both it and us, Convince us that the Mission- 
aries Know. what the gospel is, before we are 
called upon to send them to christianize others. 
Persuade us, that they are clothed in the gar- 
ments of salvation, and that they are shod witli 
the preparation of the gospel of peace. Assure 
us by logical deduction, that those who are unfit 
to teach a country school, will be able to bring 
the wilderness of the heathen mind to the enjoy- 
ment of the fulness of the blessing of the gospel 
of Christ. Show us by sound argument, that 
the doctrines which have laid the fairest por- 
tions of thie earth in ruins, and under whose aus- 
pices, brethren have been nursed up to be mn- 
tual butchers, will bless the savages of the for- 
est with a different and better fruit. ‘Then, and 
not sooner, can we gather with you in the Mis- 
sionary harvest, 


But what effects. have the dectrines commonly 
believed accomplished, within our own knowl 
edge? Letthe Reports of Societies. answer.— 
A description of the profligacy of the eitizens 0! 
Boston and New-York wiil afiord.a fair, but a 
dreadful answer, if true ; if not true, what shall 
we say of the people who send out these reports ¢ 
The profligacy of these places might furnish @ 
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~ ole of the lax manaers of the Hindoos, but 
not a contrast to them. ie 

Tracts, being scattered on the same principle 
which disperses Missionaries, are liable to the 
same objections. Many are utterly false, and 
known to be so by those who aid in their publi- 
cation and distribution. Of this Ican give you 
ample proof when you wish it. Is, or 1s not, 
this a sufficient objection ? 

My vpinion of what are called revivals, or 
reformations has not yet been changed. [ con- 
sider them generally, as the fruit of an excite- 
ment, as foreign from christianity, as was that 
which led to the crusades.—Means are used, and 
combinations formed, partaking more of the 
mercantile spirit of the times, than of the sim- 
plicity of the gospel. Wien votes are taken in 
public assemblies, and a system of rules laid 
down for accomplishing these purposes, as they 
have been, even by those of your denomination, 
it looks more like the bungling workmanship of 
man, than the operation of that wisdom which is 
without partiality. The whispering and the 
anxious meetings, particularly for females, and 
those in unseasonable hours—the means used to 
sever husbands and parents from the affection 
and obedience due from wives and children— 
are some of the unhallowed fruits of a system, 
which we are called on to support, under the 
pains and penalties of contempt in this world, 
andendless misery in the next. Call on me to 
support these charges, and I am ready. One 
sircumstance frequently connected with the pub- 
Kicity of revivals, is worthy attention. They 
ofted appear first in papers remote from the 
scene of the reformation. From what motive 
this proceeds, I do not pretend to say; but I do 
say, that these accounts are frequently inflated 
$o far beyond the truth, that people in the vi- 
cinity have obtained their first knowledge of the 
circumstance from publications issued two hun- 
dred miles off. As the immediate cause of such 
excitements sometimes leaves them, the animal 
passions most generally return to a point below 
the ordinary level, in which situation we learn, 
that the Lord has left the place. 

Your friend, 
MENTOR. 
PROM THE PHILADELPHIA REFORMER. 
FROM A CHOCTAW BOY. 

Mr, ee a statement in one of 
your numbers, not long since, with respect to 
Mr. Evart’s salary of 2000 ‘dollars a oe: I 
confess that I was truly astonished, when I re- 
member that a few months ago, the same gen- 
tleman passed through the Chectes Nation, and 
found great fault with his friends for giving a 
young native 250 dollars a year, who served 
them as an interpreter. This sum was all he 
got to support himself and family ; and will 
Mr. Evarts grasp the sum of 2000 dollars, af. 
tes making such ado about 250 ? But it is mon- 
ey makes the mare go—and if appearances are 
any thing, money is their object. The state- 





ment of a. few ‘fact will prove this to every can- 
did mind—and these facts I will give. 

When our yankee missionaries first come to 
our nation, they told us that they loved red pea- 
ple’s souls, and all they wanted was Just per- 
mission, and they would clothe, feed, and school 
our children for nothing ! Well, we thought this 
a good thing, and that the spirit had moved the 
hearts of our fathers, the white people, to come 
and do us poor starved and naked savages good 
—but we soon found to our sorrow that . it was 
our property and money they loved, and not 
the souls of the red men, as their conduct will 
prove. 

As soon as they got themselves established, 
the first object of importance was, they had an 
eye to our cattle. They raised a few native 
friends by some means, and sent them out in 
the nation begging stock, and before the natives 
knew what they were about, they had a stock of 
at least 100 cows and calves! This they ap- 
peared to be well pleased with, and mow they 
were going to do great things—and great things 
they did! Well, when we sold our land, our 
father the President promised (among other good 
things,) to give us so many thousand dollars a 
year forso many years—they soon hed their 
eye upon our money : and by their craft, they 
made more friends to their cause, who blinded 
our chiefs, and got them to sign articles of an 
agreement, in which they bound themselves to 
give Mr. Kingsbury and his party 5000 dollars 
annually for 17 years!!! which they have re- 
ceived for several years. But this is not all— 
our boys are kept hard at work farming, by 
which means, and the help of the stock, their 
mammoth establishments are wellnigh supported; 
and what becomes of our 5000 dollars ? They 
occasionally keep a few hired men—a good part 
of their wages is paid out of domestic, and oth- 
er goods that are sent on, itis said, to clothe 
our children ; a strict account is kept, and gov- 
ernment has hitherto paid a large portion of all 
their expense ; and they will not deny, in this 
country, that their charges [for the support of 
the children, we presume,] have been enormous 
—so where goes our 5000 dollars? We are 
told that many benevolent families in the north 
are employed in sending clothes for our children 
in the schools ; these cume as donations, but 
they are sold here at a high price, and the mon- 
ey pocketed. We thank our kind friends in 
the north, but their charity costs us dear at last. 
Many of our children that are furnished with 
clothes while at the schools, on going to see 
their parents are stripped of their clothes and 
sent home naked ! But you are ready to inquire, 
What good are they doing ? Well, I am as 
ready to reply, itis very little. They have 
been several years(as the public very well 
know) making a great noise about their work in 
our nation; they have had our smartest young 
men, and they have not given us one that is ca- 
pable of doing business in our councils. We 





wish our children educated, but if there is not 
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some better plan, it never will be ; we have de- 
prived ourselves of our annuity, and we have 
left ourselves destitute of means ; our nation is 
poor, and poor we shail be at this rate. 

By reading the Reformer I have almost been 
lead to conclude that you was opposed to civi- 
lization, and to the gospel being preached to 
poor Indians, (and this is the construction some 
put upon it) but at other times I think that it is 
your desire that all may receive the gospel, and 
its pure spiritual influence. I should like to 
see you clear up this point, and convince the 
people that it is not the gospel you oppose, but 
the practice that is too prevalent in the world 
of making merchandize of the gospel. 

If you think fit, you are at liberty to publish 
this, with a full assurance that every point can 
be well authenticated—and half is not yet told, 

Permit me to give you in a few words, a small 
view of the situation of our nation: we have 
upwards of 20,000 inhabitants—we are very 
poor—our families suffer very much from cold, 
hunger, and naxedness—we are human beings 
—we have got souls as well as white men, and 
we are dependent on our fathers, the white peo- 
ple to send us the gospel—and we are told that 
grace ahd the gospel is free, and we cannot tell 
how a man can stand up and tell us that it is 
free, and yet demand such great sums of mon- 
ey for it; this has made some of us believe that 
the gospel is a yankee trick, in order to make 
money off of us ; but some of us can read the 
Bible a litt!e, and find that it is good, and its 
precepts are profitable to men; and that it is a 
trick of designing men to make weaith by the 
gospel. S. 5S. 

N. B. You are at liberty to make what cor- 
rections you please.* I know the language is 
imperfect, though the statements are true—and 
you will pardon a Choctaw boy. S. S. 





*We have preferred inserting the communication 
as it was received, not deeming it necessary even to 
correct the grammatical errors. The contents speak 
for themselves, and no comments are needed to give 
them force. We should be willing to hear from the 
missionary party if they can justify their proceed- 
ings, or show any inaccuracy in the statements.— Ed. 





FROM THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


THE WAR OF DEATH. 

Death is the declared enemy of the human 
race. Although he has assisted notorious gen- 
erals in spreading destruction over opposing ar- 
mies, yet he has defeated them and their hosts, 
triumphing in the devastations and carnage 
which they had caused. While nations are at 
war slaying thousands and thousands in their 
battles, he is prosecuting his war against therm 
all, In ail the wars of men his war is aided. 
He is the enemy of those of both parties, who 
are engaged to destroy each other. The vast 
fields and plains, which have been crimsoned 
with human gore, have been the scenes of his 
slaughter, where he has had innumerable sacri- 
fices offered upon his sanguinary altars. He 





employs various and unnumbered agents in the 
prosecution of his war. His arrows are invisi- 
ble to human eyes.. ‘They fly in the air, i: 
vade the land, and traverse the water. The 
various maladies which attack man are his of- 
fensive weapons. Noxious vapors are his des- 
tructive arms, The atmosphere which diffuses 
life and vigor, which communicates health and 
enjoyment is often employed in his war. The 
air has at times been filled with pestilential 
plagues, which have destroyed. It has assum- 
ed the destructive hurricane, by which whole ci- 
ties and towns have instantly been destroyed. 
K is sometimes filled with igneous particles, 
which being collected burstupon the earth in 
flames of destruction. The many subterraneous 
conduits have lent their aid to the war of death, 
in destructive earthquakes and volcanoes. The 
pathless deep assists in the prosecution of this 
frightful war. Death‘constrains the swelling o- 
cean lo war against those who venture upon it 
themselves. He regards not the motives of 
those who sail upon the waters. Fire and wa- 
ter, which are not only useful, but necessary el- 
ements, he employs in his war. Like the des- 
troying angel of Egypt, fire has made irresistible 
attacks upon many when they thought them- 
selvesin no danger. In the security of mid- 
night slumbers it has made awful destruction. 
Raging fevers and epidemic disorders are also 
the forces ofdeath. With unbounded sway he 
triumphs over the globe. Consider him now 
attended with innumerable forces and weapons 
of distress and destruction, powerful and irre- 
sistible. See the mournful processions he forms 
clad in the sable garb of sorrow. Consider his 
power and conquests, as terrifically described by 
St. John in his Revelation. “ When he had 
opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the 


-| fourth living creature say, come AND see! And 


I looked and beheld a pale horse, and his name 
who sat on him was death, and the grave fol- 
lowed him, and power was given unto them o- 
ver the earth, to kill with the sword, with hun- 
ger and death, and the beasts of the earth.” 


In his gloomy reaims, death confines the 
mighty with the weak. But never were his vic- 
tories and triumph so great, as they were when 
Christ our Lord was confined, by his own vol- 
untary consent, for a short time, under his do- 
minion. To his power he submitted, not be- 
cause he was unable to resist it, but because he 
might manifest his superior power in his victori- 
ous resurrection. In his death and resurrec- 
tion, we may joyfully contemplate the issue of 
the war of death. After he had lain in the 
tomb the appointed time, he arose, and proved 
beyond al! doubt that the war of death is to have 
a termination, that he is the resurrection and 
the life, and the first fruits of them who sleep in 
their graves. He has thus illuminated the man- 
sions of the dead, and gives us a full assurance 
that death is finally te be defeated. Thoughnot 
discharged from this war, yet he was victorious. 
By him, the reign of this great enemy must final- 
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aid ° 
inspired Apostle| ject to ills, infirmities and disappointments.— 


“come toanend. Hear the 
“a Hebrews, “ Forasmuch then as the chil- 


dren are partakers of the flesh. and blood; he |p 


himself.also. took part of the same, thatthrough 
death, he might phar him who had the power 
of death ; that is th2 devil; and deliver them 
who through fear of death, were all their 
lifetime subject to bondage.” Hence all his 
casiomahal Gaeiihes, may triumphantly exult, in 
the language of the same Apostle: “Oh death, 
where is thy sting! Ob.grave, where is thy vic- 
v1 To them, the resurrection in immortal 
life -by their Saviour, is.a most consolatory and 
cheering consideratior. It solves,aquestion of 
the highest importance: viz. Is death forever to 
remain a.conqueror? He is not. For the righ- 
teous.in Christ are “prisoners of hope.” 
Although there,is no discharge in the war of 
death, as all mankind must become captives.to 
it; yet by the resurrection of the blessed Re- 
deemer, there will be a general discharge from 
the abode of corruption, the prison of the grave. 
When he shall make his second appearance in 
the visible heavens, the obedient grave and sea 
will give up their dead; destruction itself shall 
hear and obey his call; and the chains of death 
shall nv longer be strong. With almighty, pow- 
er and infinite glory,|he will destroy the forees 
and dominion of death. These tremendous e- 
vents, whieh will spread desolation and aston- 
ishment-through the globe, will reanimate the 
bodies, inflame the love, and invigorate the hopes 
of the redeemed. TheJudge, the King of kings 
and Lord of lords, will vouchsafe to confess their 
names, and to commemorate their fidelity, be- 
fore all.the inhabitants of the skies, and the 
whole. assembled world. In pleasing, or in 
anaious terrific expectations, Adam and all his 
posterity willbe engaged. The angelic .hosts 
will continue to wonder and adore, but with new 
admiration. Death will thenibe swallowed up 
in victory. Perfect happiness and consummate 
felicity will be the cansequences to the renovat- 
ed. human race. This will be the issue of that 
war from whieh we cannot be discharged till af- 


Every breast at some particular period, ex- 
eriences sorrow and distress, but sympe- 


pathy is the balm that heals these wounds. Ifa 
persona, ‘who has lost a precious friend, can find 
another who will feelingly participate in his 
gpataet, he is well nigh compensated for his 
oss. 








Twill sing praise to thy name, O thov most High, 
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FROM THE MASS. SPY. 
RESIGNATION. 
“ Thy Wili be done.”-—-BiBLx. 


When sorrow easts its shade around, 
And pleasure seems eur course to shun, 
When nought, but grief andcare is found, 
How sweet to say-—* Thy will be done. 


When sickness lends its.pallid hue, 
And every dream of bliss has ‘flown, 
‘When quickly from the fading view 
Recede the joys that once were known, 
The soul resign’d:will still rejoice, 
Though life's last round .is nearly run ; 
With humble faith and trembling voice, 
It whispers soft—‘ Thy will be done.’ 


When call’d to mourn the eatly doom 
Of one, affection held mest dear, 
While o’er the closing silent tomb 
The bleeding heart distills the tear ; 
Though Jove its tribute sad will pay, 
And earthly streams of solace shun, 
‘Still, still the humble soul will say, 
In lowly dust—‘ ‘Thy will be done.’ 


Whate’er, O Lord, thou hast design’d, 
‘To-bring my soul to thee in trust— 
If mercies, or afflictions kind, 
For all thy deakings, Lord, are just— 
Take all, but grant, in goodness free, 
That love which ne’er thy stroke would shun; 
Support this heart, and strengthen me . 
To say in faith—‘ ‘Thy will be done.’ 





NOTICE.—The annual meeting of the First U- 
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Sympathy.—It is.a Erratun.—Onpage 17,\No.3, ne 2i, for, He 
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